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Cultural Institutions as Regional Communication Media

—Transcending “High Level Specialization” —
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To make the importance of existence of art in society apparent,
I have examined both museums and halls, considering how use-
ful art is to society and, based on that, what roles are played by
public cultural institutions. I have considered the theme while
using both an overseas case study and the efforts of the Odawara
City Art and Culture Center, which is currently progressing in
Japan, as a reference. From these case studies, I could confirm its
usefulness in response to the question of how useful art is to so-
ciety. Moreover, in regards to what kind of roles are played by
public cultural institutions, I have come to understand that as
these institutions transmit the “familiarization of art”, they be-
come a network hub for people. Art has come to have an expres-
sion to encourage the inward part of all people everywhere,
which can be considered as the source of power to live. There-
fore, it is something that people share at nearby cultural institu-
tions. As mediums of communication, local cultural institutions
have a bird's eye view of society. If they continue to perform this
role that attempts to handle people's needs, then along with the
promotion of art, unprecedented local affluence, peace of mind,

social systems, and value formations can be realized.
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